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RECENT LEGAL LITERATURE 



Analytical Tables of the Law of Evidence, for Use with Stephen's 
Digest of the Law of Evidence. By George M. Dallas, LL.D., 
and Henry Wolf Bikle\ A M , LL B. T. & J. W. Johnson & Co., 
publishers, Philadelphia, 1903. 

Various attempts have been made to tabulate the law of evidence, of 
which the work before us is a conspicuous example. Though the labor of 
tabulation is valuable to the author, as all efforts at analysis and systematic 
arrangement of the principles of any subject are, it is still questionable 
whether the result in a particular case is of corresponding value to others. 

If a tabular analysis of the matter of a book like Stephen's Digest of the 
Law of Evidence, which in itself presents but the great outlines of the sub- 
ject, is to be of great assistance in the use of the look, it would seem that it 
must be so, largely because it presents at a glance the relations of the vari- 
ous rules of evidence to each other. The mechanical or physical difficulties 
alone, incident to the presentation of a such a scheme are very serious, par- 
ticularly when this is attempted in an octavo book, and with a subject so 
complicated as is that of the modern law of evidence. The authors have done 
as well as could be done, under these conditions but the question is at best 
still an open one as to whether a tabulation of Stephen's Digest in this form 
will be of much real value to the ordinary student, for whom this work is 
primarily intended. 

The scientific investigations of such masters in this field of the law as the 
late Professor James B. Thayer, of Harvard, and Professor Wigmore, of 
Northwestern, have been of such value in the elucidation of this subject that 
it is at least doubtful whether there is to-day a real need for any work upon 
this subject which does not take account of their service. The authors of 
the book before us, aside from the development of their scheme of tabula- 
tion, have attempted no original work, the annotations through the book 
being selections from those in Professor Chase's second American edition of 
Stephen's Digest. This work of selection is in the main well done, and after 
all that has been said, it is doubtless true, that the enthusiastic student of 
the law of evidence will find the book interesting and of some assistance to 
the better comprehension of Stephen's Digest. 

V. H. Lane 



A Treatise on the Law of Wills. Including also gifts causa mortis 
and a summary of the law of Descent, Distribution and Administra- 
tion. By John R. Rood, pp. lxvi., 635, Chicago: Callaghan & Co. 
1904. 
The foregoing work, being by one of the faculty of the department of law 

of the University of Michigan, will not be reviewed at length in this Review, 



The American Law of Landlord and Tenant. By John N. Taylor. 
Ninth Edition. Revised by Henry F. Buswell. 2 vols. pp. cxv., 541, 
xv. 592. Boston : Little, Brown & Co. 1904. 
Little, Brown & Co. have just issued the ninth edition of Taylor's Land- 



